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God's knows the record of Human History from before He
created the world
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God's has the power to change the outcome of any event in
History that He wills

Jonathon Edwards on the Problem of Evil
“God decreed from all eternity all the evil that
He ever does permit, because God's
permilting is God’s forebearing to act or to
prevent, It can be made evident by reason that
nothing can come to pass but what is the will
and pleasure of God should come to pass.”

The Nature of God’s Decree and Foreordination
As we consider the decree of God (His eternal mepand plans), let us understand that they
reflect His very nature. Reflecting on God’'s #tiiies helps us define and understand His
purposes. In relation to His decree then we nmagslr that God’s nature is:

* Holy: God is absolutely perfect and pure.

* Omnipotent: God is all-powerful and free to do all His holylw

* Omniscient: God is all-knowing, having perfect knowledge afsfy present and
future events.

* Omnipresent: God exists in all space and in all of past, pnesand future eternity.
* Eternal: God has always been, is now, and always will be.

» Self-Existent: God had no beginning, will have no end, and is sberce of all
beings, things, knowledge, and power.

» Sovereign: God is the supreme authority; His decrees agsistible.

23



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, New Mexico Pastor Shaan Sloan

* Wise: God’s plans all work together in harmony to acpbsh His purposes.
» Just and Righteous: God cannot do anything evil, unjust, or wrong.

Therefore in light of God’s nature, let us now ddes the nature of His decrees.

God’s Decrees are:

» Glorious: The chief end or final cause contemplated irGaitl’s decrees is His own
glory. Because God is infinite and perfect, theetation of His glory and excellency
is the highest of all existing purposes. All otlperrposes of creation, therefore, are
properly and necessarily subordinate to that end.

Romans 11:36: For from Him and through Him and to Him are all thi ngs.
To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

Question #88: What is the chief end of all God’s decrees? Why is
it right and proper that this be the chief endlbGad’s decrees?

* Many and one God’s decrees are all reducible to one eterngbgse. When we
speak of God’s decrees as one eternal purposeline@ad’s Decree, singular. All of
the manifold events of history form one great psgpamr plan. Because God’s
knowledge perfectly encompasses past, presentfutinet, He approved of His plan,
from beginning to end, at the time He made it. rM&saHodge explains;lt is
inconsistent with the idea of absolute perfectitimt the purposes of God are
successive, or that He ever purposes what He didonginally intend: or that one
part of His plan is independent with other part$.is one scheme and therefore one
purpose.”

Isaiah 41:4: Who has performed and accomplished Gglling forth the
generations from the beginning? I, the brRD, am the first, and with the last, |
am He.

Isaiah 46:9-10: "Remember the former things long past, For | am Gutithere
is no other; | am God and there is no one like fii2eclaring the end from the
beginning And from ancient times things which have not béene, Saying,
“My purpose will be established, And | will accompkh all My good
pleasure”

Isaiah 48:3: | declared the former things long agoAnd they went forth from
My mouth, and | proclaimed thenguddenly | acted, and they came to pass

Question #89: Explain in your own words how God’s decrees rediacform one great purpose
or plan.

Charles HodgeSystematic Theologyol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publist@ognpany, 1993), 537.
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