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» The creation of the universereflects His power, wisdom, beauty, and perfection

» His providence reflects His power, wisdom, grace, mercy, patienaad
omnipresence.

» The salvation of His peoplaeflects His love, grace, mercy, goodness, anitpis

» The damnation of the wickedreflects Hisgoodness, justice, wrath, and power.

Dear reader, when we consider the almighty powdrveisdom of God, we must respond with
worship and awel The Scripture plainly teactiesr from Him and through Him and to Him
are all things.” God is indeed the beginning, middle, and endldghat He has purposed to do.

Romans 11:33-36:%°0h, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom kmalvledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and uoradible His ways!**For who has
known the mind of the @rD, or who became His counselof?Or who has first given to
Him that it might be paid back to him agaif’For from Him and through Him and to
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

Numerous biblical texts explicitly state that Gazkbks His own glory. Listing them all would
take several pages and examining them all wouleikbausting. Here are just a few of them:

Isaiah 48:9-11: °For the sake of My namel delay My wrath, Andfor My praise |
restrain it for you, In order not to cut you oftBehold, | have refined you, but not as
silver; | have tested you in the furnace of afitiat **For My own sake, for My own
sake | will act; For howcan My name be profane@ AndMy glory | will not give to
another.

Isaiah 43:7: Everyone who igalled by My name, And whom | have created for My
glory, Whom | have formed, even whom | have made.

Jeremiah 13:11: “For as the waistband clings to the waist of aays® | made the whole
household of Israel and the whole household of Qwdiag to Me,” declares thedrbD,
“that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for prase, and for glory but they
did not listen.”

Psalm 106:7-8: ‘Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Thy wond&rsey did not
remember Thine abundant kindnesses, But rebelledthky sea, at the Red Sea.
8\everthelesHe saved them for the sake of His name, That He ntig make His
power known.

Romans 9:17: For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this yampose | raised you up,
to demonstrate My power in you, aticht My name might be proclaimed throughout
the whole earth”

John 7:18: He who speaks from himself seeks his own glomgHe who is seeking the
glory of the One who sent Him He is true, and there is no unrighteousness nm Hi

Matthew 5:16: Let your light shine before men in such a way thay may see your
good worksand glorify your Father who is in heaven
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John 12:27-28: Now My soul has become troubled; and what shalhy, ‘Father,
save Me from this hour? Bdor this purpose | came to this hour. *®Father, glorify
Thy name.” There came therefore a voice out of heavémate both glorified it, and
will glorify it again .”

John 17:24: Father, | desire that they also, whom Thou hagtgMe, be with Me
where | amjn order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for
Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the laior

1 Peter 4:11: Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, tteeantces of God; whoever
serves, let him do so as by the strength which Sgaplies;so that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belogs the glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

Let us learn then: the Bible plainly declares ttlaief among God’s purposes is the pursuit of
His own glory and the fame of His great name!

Question #72: Describe your initial reactions to the Bible’si¢ing that the display of God’s
glory is His highest priority in everything that idees.

Question #73: What specific changes in your priorities, attédedand pursuits are in order as
you seek to live each day in the light of this izl teaching?
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The Sovereignty of God
Part 3: God’'s Purposes
The Plan of Redemption, the Gospel, and Missions

Consider then how God, in His infinite wisdom, halanned the outworking of history to
achieve this great end of displaying the glory a6 Kame. As we look at Scripture, we see that
even the earliest passages speak of God’s plasate‘and redeem.”

Genesis 3:15: And | will put enmity Between you and the womamd between your
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the heathd you shall bruise him on the
heel

Indeed, the entire Bible declares how God is waglant His plan for the ages. Scripture plainly
teaches that it was always God’s plan for mankintfi, for Jesus to die upon the Cross, and for
God to redeem for Himself a company of people witerhas‘destined for Glory.” Scripture

is replete with passages testifying that these teverere “predestined according to His
purpose”and done by thredetermined plan and foreknowledgesf God.

Ephesians 1:10c-12: *%In Him *also we have obtained an inheritanbaying been
predestined according to His purposenvho works all things after the counsel of His
will, *to the end that we who were the first to hope imisEtshould be to the praise of
His glory.

Acts 2:22-23: #Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus thzaMme, a man attested
to you by God with miracles and wonders and sighglvGod performed through Him
in your midst, just as you yourselves kno@this Man, delivered upby the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of Godyou nailed to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death.

Acts 4:27-28 *For truly in this city there were gathered togethgainst Thy holy
servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Hermt Rontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israéto do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose
predestined to occur

Ephesians 1:3-6: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCtuho has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevealy places in Chrisfjust asHe chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless
before Him. In love’He predestined us to adoption as sonhrough Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, °to the praise of the glory of His
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Balove

Ephesians 3:11-12: "'This was in accordance with theternal purpose which He
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, *4n whom we have boldness and confident access
through faith in Him.

Titus 1:1-2: *Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle osJ&htist, for the faith of

those chosen of Godnd the knowledge of the truth which is accordimgodliness?in
the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot ligoromised long ages agdbut at
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the proper time manifested even His word, in the proclamation with which hsv
entrusted according to the commandment of God auio§

2 Timothy 1:8-11: ®Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony pf.otd, or of me
His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for tigespel according to the power of God,
who has saved us, and called us with a holy callingot according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was gnted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity, *°out now has been revealed by the appearing of auio6 Christ Jesus,
who abolished death, and brought life and immadsytab light through the gospel'for
which | was appointed a preacher, and an aposti@deacher.

Question #74: What specific words and phrases in the abovepfrds reveal that God
planned, from the beginning, to “save and redeemiraber of fallen sinners?

Question #75: How do these passages speak toatheolutenessf God’s sovereignty in your
mind?

Since these things in God’s Word are necessalilg, twe must now consider the means God
ordained to carry out His plan for the ages. ThieleBplainly declares that God uses the
proclamation of the Gospel message in this latetadgaring about His purpose of glorifying
Himself in the redemption of sinners. He has cedrddis church with the great task of
evangelizing the nations (missions). He has dbisebioth for the sake of His great name, and so
that the Lamb will receive the reward of His sufigt Since God has created both mankind and
angels as morally responsible, He holds them adabiento His standard of morality. Scripture
therefore affirms that both mankind and angels wifind in judgment before God and are
accountable to God’s sovereign authority.

2 Peter 2:4: For if God did not spare angels when they sinnedbut cast them into hell
and committed them to pits of darknegserved for judgment

Hebrews 2:16: For assuredlide does not give help to angels, but He gives hétpthe
descendant of Abraham.

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14"*The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: feat @&d keep
His commandmentsiecause this applies to every persoffFor God will bring every
act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is goocewuil.

Romans 3:19: Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speakshose who are
under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, ahdhe world may become
accountable to God

Romans 14:12:So then each one of us shall give an account of lsetf to God.
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1 Peter 4:1-5: 'Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flestn yourselves also with
the same purpose, because he who has suffered flesh has ceased from sis0 as to
live the rest of the time in the flesh no longertite lusts of men, but for the will of God.
3For the time already past is sufficient for youhave carried out the desire of the
Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensualistsudrunkenness, carousals, drinking
parties and abominable idolatrie®nd in all this, they are surprised that you do nuot
with them into the same excess of dissipation,thryl malign you®’but they shall give
account to Him who is ready to judge the living andhe dead.

Question 76: According to the above verses, what do mankinttleargels have in common?

Question #77: According to the above verses, how has fallen kimanh been blessed
astoundingly more than have fallen angels?

Question #78: Ponder this astounding blessing; then write atgirayer of gratitude to God for
it.

God expects His creatures, whom He has made foowspurposes, to live according to God’s

standard of moral character which requires pedactpurity, and holiness. Because all of

mankind has fallen short of the glory of God (Hesfpct standard of moral character), they stand
in great need of redemption — a need God providetbhg ages ago in H@an of redemption.

In our late age, God’s plan of redemption is contmgass though the preaching of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. As God'’s people proclaim the wafrdesus, who was the perfect sacrifice for
the sins of mankind and God'’s required redemptiocepthe purpose of God in redemption is

being accomplished as He calls out His chosen pdomin every tribe and nation.

Romans 3:23:for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 16:25-27:*Now to Him who is able to establish yaacording to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to theevelation of the mystery which
has been kept secret for long ages padtbut now is manifested, and by the Scriptures
of the prophetsaccording to the commandment of the eternal God, lsabeen made
known to all the nations, leading to obedience ofith; *to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.

Question #79: Why do all people everywhere need to be redeemed?
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Through this gospel (the message of the persomwanki of Christ), the judgment of God for the
sins of mankind has been cancelled for all whoetveli By faith in Christ they enter into a state
of redemption. Their debt of sin has been paiGad’'s wrath and judgment were satisfied at the
cross. Christ Jesus Himself, in His perfect livel @atoning death, fulfilled the law of God (God’s
perfect standard of moral character) and paid ubepgenalty for the wages of sin. This we call
justification by faith.

Romans 3:21-28: ?!But now apart from the Law the righteousness of ®ad been
manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Hetsp™eventhe righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those whabelieve for there is no distinction;
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory@dd, *being justified as a gift by His
grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jegs, “whom God displayed
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through tfai This was to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in the forbearance of Gogadsed over the sins previously
committed;**for the demonstration, | say, of His righteousreisthe present timéhat
He might be just and the justifier of the one who hs faith in Jesus *"Where then is
boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of lawd# works? No, buby a law of faith.
For we maintain tha man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Question #80: According to Romans 3:21-28, what did Christ ldat tmakes it possible for God
to freely forgive fallen sinners?

Because of this great work, God has exalted Chestis, the incarnate Son of God and the man,
to be the sovereign king and judge of the livingl dhe dead. Therefore all nations and all
people, in every age and generation, will bow theekbefore the sovereign authority of Christ
when judgment comes at the consummation of God's far the ages.

Ephesians 1:18-23:' pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlighdeso that you
may know what is the hope of His calling, what #ne riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saint§?and what is the surpassing greatness of His pooveartl us
who believe. These are in accordance with the wgrkf the strength of His might
Dyhich He brought about in Christ, when He raisethtiom the dead, and seated Him
at His right hand in the heavenly plac&&ar above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and every name that is named, not oylin this age, but also in the
one to come.?’And He put all things in subjection under His feetand gave Him as
head over all thingsto the church®which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all
in all.

2 Timothy 4:1-2: *I solemnly charge you in the presence of God @in@hrist Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the deadand by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be ready in season and out obspasprove, rebuke, exhort, with
great patience and instruction.

Philippians 2:9-11: *Therefore als@od highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every nam&hat at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
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