John 8:2-11 - 2 And early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people were coming
to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them. 3 And the scribes and the Pharisees brought a
woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the midst, 4 they said to Him, ''Teacher, this woman
has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 '"Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such
women; what then do You say?' 6 And they were saying this, testing Him, in order that they might have
grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground. 7 But when
they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, '"He who is without sin among you,
let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 8 And again He stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9
And when they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left
alone, and the woman, where she was, in the midst. 10 And straightening up, Jesus said to her, '"Woman,
where are they? Did no one condemn you?' 11 And she said, ''No one, Lord." And Jesus said,
""Neither do I condemn you; go your way. From now on sin no more.'] NASB
We see in this a powerful picture of the transition that has come in redemptive history in the
Kingdom of God. Jesus Christ stands as a mediator between sinners and a holy God, the terror
of the His Law and the wrath of God which it brings to all men because of sin, and offers
forgiveness to the sinner. In Jesus Christ, who Himself is the living Word of God, grace and truth
have arrived and been realized and this good news of forgiveness and eternal life is preached to
all the nations. This is the testimony of the Gospel accounts. Jesus Himself is the very fulfillment

of the Law and the Prophets. He was the Word of God now come in the very flesh.
John 1:14-18 - 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as
of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John bore witness of Him, and cried out,
saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed
before me." 16 For of His fulness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given
through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18 No man has seen God at any
time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. NASB
The Gospels paint the picture that Jesus Himself is the fulfillment of all that the Law and
Prophets spoke of, and that now in Him a new age of Messianic Salvation had arrived. They
testify to the fact that a massive transition in redemptive history has taken place in the person and
work of Jesus Christ, who Himself is the fulfillment of the Law.
Luke 24:44-49 - 44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled." 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them,
"Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; 47 and
that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. 48 "You are witnesses of these things. 49 "And behold, I am sending forth the promise of
My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high." NASB
Now even though Jesus portrayed Himself as the very fulfillment of the Law itself, He surely did
not suggest that the Law was insufficient as a guide and mirror for us to learn of God and His
ways and means. In fact He upheld the Law as our guide, teaching us to see in the Law and the
Prophets both the nature of God and wise instruction for life which has come from God Himself.
He would summarize the Law in brief statements that were profound and powerful, and then
explain how this was in fact wisdom from God on how we should live, obey God and fulfill our
purpose in life.
Matthew 7:12 - 12 "Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law
and the Prophets. NASB
Matthew 22:36-40 - 36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And He said to him,
"'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'
38 "This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 "The second is like it, "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.' 40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”" NASB
It is clear from the Gospels that Jesus fully intended us in the Kingdom Age to see the Law and
Prophets as a means of instruction and rule for life, informing us of God’s will and our duty
towards Him and our neighbor.
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In the book of Acts, the Apostles are clearly setting forth Jesus and the Gospel as the dawning of
the new Messianic Age of salvation. They continually uphold and Jesus as the very Christ, and
His resurrection as proof of God’s deliverance from death through Him, proclaiming that Jesus is
in fact the only way to be forgiven and saved.
Acts 2:22-24 - 22 "Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by
God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as
you yourselves know — 23 this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 24 "And God raised Him up
again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.
NASB
Acts 2:29-36 - 29 "Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 "And so, because he was a prophet, and knew that
God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants upon his throne, 31 he looked ahead
and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His
flesh suffer decay. 32 ''"This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 '"Therefore
having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 34 "For it was not David who
ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, 35 Until I
make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet. "' 36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ — this Jesus whom you crucified." NASB
As a means of receiving this salvation, which was testified to by the Old Testament Scriptures,
the Apostles implemented the ordinance we now know of in the church of baptism. They
insisted that a repentant faith was the means of receiving the salvation of Christ, and that
public baptism was the public profession and demonstration of one’s faith in Christ.
Moreover, that upon exercising such repentant faith, that individuals would receive the promised
Holy Spirit in fulfillment of the Old testament Prophets (Acts 2:17-21).
Acts 2:37-39 - 37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, '"Repent, and let each of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. 39 '"For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as
many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself. NASB
As they preached this Gospel, they were continually holding forth Jesus as the Christ, and the
cross and the resurrection as the central focus of His work, and repentance and faith as the means

of receiving this blessing of the Lord, in fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures.
Acts 3:13-21 - 13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His
servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered up, and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had
decided to release Him. 14 "But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, 15 but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to
which we are witnesses. 16 '"And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has
strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given
him this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17 "And now, brethren, I know that you acted in
ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 18 "But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth
of all the prophets, that His Christ should suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 '"Repent therefore and return,
that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of
the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 21 whom heaven must receive
until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from
ancient time. NASB

They were making a clear contrast between the old way of Judaism and the new Messianic way

of salvation. In fact, they were reproving the Jewish leaders for putting their own Christ to death.

In this reproof, they were still proclaiming that they could be forgiven and reconciled to God

through Jesus the Christ, remaining as Jews, but surrendered to the Lordship of Christ. As they
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