Should Christians Tithe?

One question popular among Christians is the practice of tithing. Since the Law prescribed the
giving of a tithe (tenth) of one’s income for the support of the Priesthood, many reason that the
practice should continue today and be given to either the local church or to some aspect of the
Lord’s work. How should we view the tithe in light of the New Covenant.

The Tithe in its original context
There are several examples of tithing in the Old Testament. Some of these pre-date the Old
Covenant Law of Moses. Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils of his war with the Amorite kings

to Melchizedek, the priest-king of Salem.
Genesis 14:17-20 - 17 Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 And
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High. 19
And he blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20
And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a
tenth of all. NASB

The writer to the Hebrews quotes this incident to prove the superiority of Melchizedek’s

Priesthood over the Levitical Priesthood.
Hebrews 7:4-10 - 4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth
of the choicest spoils. 5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have
commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these
are descended from Abraham. 6 But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth
from Abraham, and blessed the one who had the promises. 7 But without any dispute the lesser is
blessed by the greater. 8 And in this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives them, of
whom it is witnessed that he lives on. 9 And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes,
paid tithes, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. NASB

Jacob pledged to give God a tenth of all of his increase.
Genesis 28:22 - 22 And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God's house; and of all that
Thou dost give me I will surely give a tenth to Thee." NASB

Some have maintained since these incidents pre-date the Law that tithing is a non-optional

practice to be maintained even into the New Covenant age. Surely if this were true we would

have specific Apostolic instruction on the matter, describing the custom and manner of it.

In the Law it was prescribed that Israel was to give a tithe or tenth of all their increase from the
crops and herds. This tenth was to be given to sustain the Levite priests in return for the service
they perform in the Tabernacle/Temple.
Leviticus 27:30-32 - 30 'Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree,
is the Lord's; it is holy to the Lord. 31 'If, therefore, a man wishes to redeem part of his tithe, he shall add
to it one-fifth of it. 32 'And for every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the
tenth one shall be holy to the Lord. NASB
Number 18:21 - 21 "And to the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an
inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting. NASB
The Levites in like manner would set aside a tenth of the tithe to give for the support of the High
Priest (Num 18:21-28). An additional tithe was required every third year, but was used
specifically for a Festival celebration which was enacted at Jerusalem for a regional feast.
Deuteronomy 14:22-27 - 22 "You shall surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out
of the field every year. 23 And you shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God, at the place where He
chooses to establish His name, the tithe of your grain, your new wine, your oil, and the first-born of
your herd and your flock, in order that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. 24 And if
the distance is so great for you that you are not able to bring the tithe, since the place where the Lord your
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God chooses to set His name is too far away from you when the Lord your God blesses you, 25 then you
shall exchange it for money, and bind the money in your hand and go to the place which the Lord your God
chooses. 26 And you may spend the money for whatever your heart desires, for oxen, or sheep, or
wine, or strong drink, or whatever your heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of the Lord
your God and rejoice, you and your household. 27 Also you shall not neglect the Levite who is in your
town, for he has no portion or inheritance among you. 28 "At the end of every third year you shall bring
out all the tithe of your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in your town. 29 And the Levite,
because he has no portion or inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in
your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the Lord your God may bless you in all the
work of your hand which you do. NASB

This practice of festive tithing in the third year was a huge blessing that brought about much
national unity as the people would anticipate this feast celebration every third year with much
eager expectation and joy. This was especially true for the poor and the fatherless and the widow
who would partake is this rich blessing as the nation gathered with overflowing abundance to
celebrate before the Lord. Some have argued that they were actually prescribed to give two
tithes each year, and a third tithe in the third year. This is of course very difficult to observe
from Scripture and there is much controversy of this particular point. One thing that is very clear
is that Israel tithed at least ten percent of their increase each year and a second tithe in the third
year. Their giving therefore exceeded ten percent. The Lord warned that this practice of tithing
was specifically tied to the material prosperity that he would bless them with. He further explains
that not giving the tithe is equal to robbing God and brings down a curse on the people. He

adjoins to this a promise of blessing and prosperity for fulfilling the tithe command.
Malachi 3:8-12 - 8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we
robbed Thee?' In tithes and offerings. 9 "You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole
nation of you! 10 "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house,
and test Me now in this," says the Lord of hosts, "'if I will not open for you the windows of heaven,
and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 11 "Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it
may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes," says the Lord of
hosts. NASB

In the New Testament we find no specific instruction about the practice of tithing. This
because it is a mandate tied specifically to the Old Covenant Law, wherein it was given primarily
for the support of the Levites and the Temple worship system. Moreover the third year tithing
was celebrated in Jerusalem, a regional celebration for Israel. Such a practice is obviously not
required of Christians today, nor is such instruction given in the New Testament. Some have
maintained that Jesus commended tithing in Matt 23:23 and Luke 11:42. However his positive
words here about the practice of tithing were directed at the Jews of His day which he
continually exhorted to obey the Law, including the offering of sacrifices at the Temple with the
Levite Priests, which one could hardly see as a requirement by Jesus under the New Covenant.
What is remarkable is that nowhere in the rest of the New Testament is tithing ever mandated. In
his book 40 Questions about Christians and the Biblical Law, Thomas Schreiner summarizes,
“Even though tithing is not mandated, there is no call in the New Testament to hoard one’s
possessions or to live selfishly. Believers are commanded to support those who proclaim the
Gospel (Matt10:10, Luke 10:7, 1 Cor 9:6-14, 1 Tim 5:17-18). Those who are blessed with wealth
are to enjoy the good things God has given them, but they are also to be generous to those in
need (1 Tim 6:17-19). The New Testament clearly teaches that wealth is dangerous because it
can seduce us so that we stray from the Lord. God is our treasure, and hence believers are to
give generously and freely. For most believers in the West, that means giving more than a tithe.
Still, the tithe itself is not mandated by Scripture, and Scripture is our rule and authority rather
than a tradition that requires believers to tithe.”
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A few principals of giving
I have listed a few principals of New testament giving here. Below we will consider them in
context.
e Support of elders who continually preach and teach
Give to those in need, the poor, widow and orphan
Give sacrificially, generously, regularly and cheerfully with thanksgiving
Not grudgingly or under compulsion
Give humbly (secretly), [Matthew 6:1-4]
Give of your time, talent and treasure as a stewardship [ Rom 12:6-8, 1 Cor 12, 1 Pet 4:10-11]

Let us first consider that the New Testament teaches us to give regular to the support of those
who minister the Gospel to us through continual and faithful preaching and teaching. This
certainly includes pastor-teachers (elders, overseers, shepherds), but also extends to evangelists
and of course Apostles and apostolic workers (missionaries). This was clearly the teaching of
Jesus in the context of the sending out of the Apostles to minister the Gospel in their discipleship
training. These were later the first elders in the church and received their support from the
church.
Matthew 10:10 - 10 or a bag for your journey, or even two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is
worthy of his support. NASB
Luke 10:7 - 7 "And stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy
of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house. NASB
Paul clearly taught that the elders who both “ruled well”’ and “work hard at preaching and
teaching” should come under the regular support of the church.
1 Timothy 5:17-18 - 17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially
those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox
while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages." NASB
This principle is also clearly established in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. His point is that
those who serve giving the “spiritual things’ to the church ought to also “reap the material
things” from the church.
1 Corinthians 9:6-14 - 6 Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working? 7 Who at
any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard, and does not eat the fruit of it?
Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock? 8 I am not speaking these things according to
human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things? 9 For it is written in the Law of
Moses, ''You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.' God is not concerned about oxen, is He? 10
Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to
plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops. 11 If we sowed spiritual things in
you, is it too much if we should reap material things from you? 12 If others share the right over you, do
we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things, that we may cause no
hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat the
food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share with the altar? 14 So
also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. NASB
Notice how in verse 9-14 above Paul uses a quote from the Old Testament Law and applies it to
the church. He says that in the same way that the Levitical priests received their living from the
Temple tithe, so also should those faithfully pastoring the church should receive their living
from the church. Moreover, he ascribes this as coming from the Lord, verse 14 (a reference to
Luke 10:7 and Matt 10:10). But Paul also taught that if he wants to reserve his “right in the
Gospel” to receive wages from the church, that it is his prerogative.
1 Corinthians 9:15-20 - 15 But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing these things that it
may be done so in my case; for it would be better for me to die than have any man make my boast an empty
one. 16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I
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do not preach the gospel. 17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a
stewardship entrusted to me. 18 What then is my reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may offer
the gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 19 For though I am free
from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more. NASB
All of these references give us very certain directives for the care of a specific group of church
laborers who have the “right’ to receive their “wages” from the church. Christians should give
for the support of their faithful pastors and Gospel workers as defined in the New Testament.

Secondly Christians are told to give generously and to share with those in need. This obviously
includes the poor, but also the widow, the orphan, and those who cannot help themselves. This
giving is to be “generous” and “God is pleased’” when we make “sacrifices” to share.
Ephesians 4:28 - 28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own
hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need. NASB
1 Timothy 6:17-19 - 17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their
hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct
them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is
life indeed. NASB
Hebrews 13:16 - 16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
NASB
James 1:27 - 27 This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. NASB
1 John 3:17-19 - 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his
heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word
or with tongue, but in deed and truth. NASB
Paul taught the Corinthians that they were to give regularly so that they would have saved
without fail and offering for the poor Christian saints in Jerusalem.
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of
Galatia, so do you also. 2 On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he
may prosper, that no collections be made when I come. NASB
More than just giving and sharing is the heart motivation that accompanies it. God is concerned
that we give not only generously and “bountifully,” but “God loves a cheerful giver.” He
instructs us to give bountifully and cheerfully, and to do it as we have “purposed in our heart”
and “not grudgingly or under compulsion.” When we must be compelled to give generously to
those in need, we are “closing our heart against” those in need, and this lacks compassion. This
is not good. Christians should give with compassionate hearts that want to give cheerfully.
2 Corinthians 9:6-9 - 6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace
abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every
good deed; 9 as it is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness abides forever."
10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 you will be enriched in everything for all
liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. NASB
When we give with much “liberality,” cheerfully, out of the overflow of a grateful heart to God,
this produces much “thanksgiving to God.” God gets the glory when we give to others in need
out of the abundance He has provided for us, and when we thank God for our ability to give,
and those we have given to thank God for having their needs met, God gets the glory, which is
rightfully due Him. He is worthy of all praise because He is the provider of everything we have.
For further study, Paul has a lengthy discourse on sacrificial, generous, regular, heart-felt,
cheerful and thankful giving in the section of 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15.
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