Leviticus 23-27

A Quick Review

Before we dive into the final five chapters of Leviticus, it’s a good idea to
remind ourselves about the main theme of the book: Yahweh gave instructions
to His people so that He (The Holy God) could live among them (a sinful people)
and they could have fellowship with Him.

God initiated this relationship with Israel by making a covenant with their
forefather Abraham which promised that His offspring would become “as the
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore” (Gen 22:18). Through his
grandson Jacob’s sons, the tribes of Israel began to take shape. A famine forced
the entire group to seek refuge in Egypt where God blessed them, and their
numbers multiplied. Later, they were forced into slavery under a despotic
Pharoah. Yahweh then delivered His people by bringing great plagues upon their
captors (the last of which was the death of every Egyptian firstborn), and
ultimately drowning Pharaoh’s armies in the Red Sea. After which the Hebrews
sang to Yahweh: “You have led in Your steadfast love the people whom You have
redeemed...” (Exodus 15:13) Yahweh redeems His covenant people.

In Leviticus God continues to call His people to Himself by teaching them the
reality of His holiness and their need for cleansing from sin. The sacrificial system,
with its central focus on the Day of Atonement, was given to show their need for
a sin-cleansing, wrath-bearing substitute to take away sins and restore fellowship
with Yahweh (which pictures their ultimate future fulfilment in Christ). Then God
continues to teach His people what holy conduct looks like in day-to-day life.

Now, in today’s text, Yahweh will give them a yearly calendar, with several
appointed feasts and sacred assemblies which will determine the flow of their
weeks and seasons. By this, Yahweh draws His people to regular worship and
remembrance of how He has delivered them in the past, how they are to worship
Him now, and how He has promised to ultimately deliver them in the future
through Christ.

Appointed Feasts / Holy Convocations
God introduces His calendar to His people in sections, each beginning with
“The LORD spoke to Moses, saying...”

168



Leviticus 23:1-3

1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say
to them, These are the appointed feasts of the LORD that you shall proclaim
as holy convocations; they are my appointed feasts. 3 “Six days shall work be
done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy
convocation. You shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your
dwelling places.

In Leviticus 23:1-44, after calling Israel to set apart the weekly Sabbath day for
rest and reconnection with Him through worship, Yahweh then calls them to also
set apart 7 more feasts on the yearly calendar in which normal work would cease,
and God’s people would assemble (“convocation” = assembly) to worship and
dedicate their lives to Him through offerings.

As you can see below, apart from the weekly sabbaths, these observances
centered around three distinct periods of the calendar. The new-year
observances of Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits (the beginning of the
Barley harvest) all occurred within a few days of each other in the Spring. The
Harvest festival (the beginning of the wheat harvest) occurred 50 days later. This
was followed at the beginning of the second half of each by Trumpets, the Day of
Atonement, and the feast of Booths all in quick succession.

Feast/Convocation | When Why
1. Weekly Sabbaths | Every 7" Day of the week Rest / Worship
2. The Passover Abib/Nisan 14 (Mar./Apr.) Deliverance from Egypt
3. Unleavened Bread | Abib/Nisan 15-21 (Mar./Apr.)
4. Firstfruits Day after the Sabbath of the Dedication
week of Unleavened Bread of Barley Harvest
5. Weeks / Harvest | Sivan 1 (May/June) of Wheat Harvest
6. Trumpets Tishri 1 (Sept./Oct.) Dedication/Preparation
7. Day of Atonement | Tishri 10 (Sept./Oct.) National Cleansing
8. Feast of Booths Tishri 15-22 (Oct.) Deliverance from Egypt
Weekly Sabbath:

Notice that God begins by emphasizing the weekly Sabbath. Why? Because all the
following feasts/assemblies incorporate a time of Sabbath rest to worship
Yahweh in a sacred assembly with offerings. As Michael LeFebvre writes in his
study on Leviticus for:
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“The Levitical calendar is designed around the Sabbath principle
and its promise of rest (Gen. 2:1-2; compare Ex. 20:8-11; Neh. 9:14).
The weekly Sabbath was the foundational holy day of the whole
calendar (Lev. 23:3). From there, the Sabbath principle was
extrapolated throughout the calendar by repeated patterns of seven.
There were seven festivals in Israel’s yearly calendar, all within the
first seven months of the year. There were seven weeks between the
festivals of Firstfruits and Weeks. The festivals of Unleavened Bread
and Booths were each seven days in length. The Sabbath Year
occurred every seven years, and Jubilee occurred after seven sevens
of years. Through these and other patterns of sevens, the entire
calendar is rooted in the Sabbath principle, spreading the promise
of divine rest through the entire system.”

The enjoyment of divine rest requires right relationship with God. This
recurring Sabbath motif gives us a strong indication that each calendared event
is intended for God’s people to reconnect with Him for cleansing and to rest in
His fellowship. Here God has provided a calendar of continual renewal which is
intended to maintain God’s people in constant fellowship with Him by calling
them to rest in faith for His spiritual and physical provision, and to habitual
repentance from their sin.

Passover/Unleavened Bread:
Leviticus 23:5-8
5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight, is the
LORD's Passover. 6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast
of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread. 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do
any ordinary work. 8 But you shall present a food offering to the LORD for
seven days. On the seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall not do any
ordinary work.”

The specifics concerning Passover and the week-long Feast of Unleavened
Bread were given in detail earlier in Exodus chapter 12. Here, it is given a date on
which it is to be regularly observed. Why? It was to be a perpetual reminder to
God’s people of how God, in faithfulness to their covenant relationship, spared
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the lives of all who were faithful to apply the blood of the Passover lamb to their
doorposts so that the plague of death might pass-over their homes

The Feast of Unleavened bread immediately following was accompanied by a
cleansing of each home from all traces of yeast—which represents sin. This would
remind the Hebrews of the need to regularly turn from sin in faith to Yahweh
who would provide a means of cleansing for their offences through sacrifice.

Both Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread ultimately find their
fulfillment in Christ. It even has significance to believers today in our struggle
against remaining sin—as Paul writes in 1 Cor. 5:7: Cleanse out the old leaven
that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Believers can resist sinful temptation
because Christ’s death has broken sin’s power over our lives.

Firstfruits of Barley / Firstfruits of Grain
Leviticus 23:9-11, 14
9 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the people of Israel
and say to them, When you come into the land that | give you and reap its
harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the
priest, 11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be

accepted.

Accepted = Heb: that you may find favor [with God]

14 And you shall eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same
day, until you have brought the offering of your God:

16 You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you
shall present a grain offering of new grain to the LORD. 17 You shall bring
from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two
tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with
leaven, as firstfruits to the LORD. 18 And you shall present with the bread
seven lambs a year old without blemish, and one bull from the herd and two
rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the LORD, with their grain offering
and their drink offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.
19 And you shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a
year old as a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 And the priest shall wave them
with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the LORD, with the
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two lambs. They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21 And you shall
make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy convocation.
You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling
places throughout your generations.

22 “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field
right up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You
shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the LORD your
God.”

These two Feasts are separated by 50 days from one another. (from which we
get the NT term “Pentecost.”) The first celebration is timed to match the earlier
ripening barley harvest, and the second that of the later-ripening wheat.

Both serve as a reminder that God is the one who provides sustenance for His
people. Yahweh makes the harvest ripen, and His people find favor with Him
when they recognize His provision and celebrate his faithfulness. Israel was not to
eat of that harvest until she had first made a representative offering back to God
of what He had provided them.

Notice also that holy convocations or sacred assemblies for worship with
sacrifices and of all kinds were to accompany the offering of grain. God was
thereby providing regular opportunities for His people to be cleansed by Him
and restored to fellowship with Him even as He continued to provide for them.
And even more, God reminded them that, in that same harvest, He provided for
the poor and the stranger among them even as he did for them in their poverty
and sojourning in the wilderness (see 19:9-10).

The second harvest occurred at Pentecost, and like the first was a time of
recognizing God’s faithfulness to supply that which His people needed to
flourish. It also serves to foreshadow God’s provision of His Holy Spirit to His
people at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, at which time a great harvest of souls was
brought into the Jerusalem Church as the gospel was proclaimed in power.

Trumpets
Lev. 23:23-25
23 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the people of Israel,
saying, In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall
observe a day of solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets,
a holy convocation. 25 You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall
present a food offering to the LORD.”
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The Feast of Trumpets served to loudly remind God’s people that God would
continue to mercifully provide for their needs if they were faithful to the
covenant stipulations. Its solemn assembly and nearness to the Day of Atonement
(9 days later) would also have served to begin preparing their hearts for that
most solemn of days.

Day of Atonement
Lev. 23:26—-32
26 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Now on the tenth day of this
seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be for you a time of holy
convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves and present a food offering to
the LORD. 28 And you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day
of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God. 29 For
whoever is not afflicted on that very day shall be cut off from his people. 30
And whoever does any work on that very day, that person | will destroy from
among his people.

Israelites prepared for this day by fasting (and practicing other forms of self-
denial) to humble themselves before Yahweh in recognition of their own
sinfulness. They also scrupulously observing the Sabbath rest. To do otherwise
was to court judgment from God. As we studied last week, the sins of the people
resulted in the need for sacrificial purification of the tabernacle, the priests, and
the people. The High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies along to offer the
blood of the sacrifice for himself and the sins of the people. But the fact that this
sacrifice needed to be repeated served as a constant reminder that these
sacrifices were insufficient of themselves to cleanse the human conscience from
the guilt of sin but prefigured something far greater—the once-for-all sacrifice of
Jesus for the sins of His people. And two goats used on the Day of Atonement,
one to be sacrificed for a sin offering for the people, and the second to bear
those same sins away from the people, never to return—both picture the work
of Christ, dying for our sins, and separating us from them “as far as the east is
from the west” (Ps 103:12)

As Heb. 9:24-28 says...

24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
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presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as
the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26
for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to
die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin
but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

Because of Christ’s sacrifice, there is no need for any other. His blood alone
can wipe away our sin and free our consciences from guilt. Because His self-
sacrifice saves forever those who trust in Him as Savior and Lord.

Feast of Booths
Lev. 23:33-44
33 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 34 “Speak to the people of Israel,
saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for seven days is the
Feast of Booths to the LORD. 35 On the first day shall be a holy convocation;
you shall not do any ordinary work. 36 For seven days you shall present food
offerings to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation
and present a food offering to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly; you shall
not do any ordinary work. 37 “These are the appointed feasts of the LORD,
which you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to the
LORD food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink
offerings, each on its proper day, 38 besides the LORD's Sabbaths and
besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all your
freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD. 39 “On the fifteenth day of
the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you
shall celebrate the feast of the LORD seven days. On the first day shall be a
solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 40 And you shall
take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and
boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before
the LORD your God seven days. 41 You shall celebrate it as a feast to the
LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your
generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You shall dwell
in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that
your generations may know that | made the people of Israel dwell in booths
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when | brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.” 44
Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the
LORD.

This last calendared feast would once again cause the Israelites to reflect on
God’s providential care for them when they were homeless and living in
makeshift structures after leaving Egypt. They were to make for themselves
shelters out of branches and live in them for a week. It was an object lesson in
how God had provided for them when they had nothing to fall back on but Him
alone. God’s faithfulness to keep His covenant with His chosen people from the
get-go was made abundantly clear.

And every feast, sacrifice, offering, holy convocation, and Sabbath rest was a
reminder of God’s stipulations for how His covenant people could enjoy
fellowship with Him as He dwelt among them as their God and claimed them as
His people.

Oil for the Lamp / Bread for the Table
Lev. 24:1-9
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the people of Israel to
bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept
burning regularly. 3 Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting,
Aaron shall arrange it from evening to morning before the LORD regularly. It
shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 4 He shall arrange
the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold before the LORD regularly. 5 “You
shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it; two tenths of an ephah
shall be in each loaf. 6 And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, on
the table of pure gold before the LORD. 7 And you shall put pure
frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the bread as a memorial
portion as a food offering to the LORD. 8 Every Sabbath day Aaron shall
arrange it before the LORD regularly; it is from the people of Israel as a
covenant forever. 9 And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat
it in a holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion out of the LORD's
food offerings, a perpetual due.”

In this section, we find yet another portrait of covenant relationship between
God and His people. The golden lampstand had seven branches, and each was
tipped with a reservoir for oil and a wick. It was to be refilled with only the purest
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of olive oil as its light represented God’s presence in the “tent of meeting”
between God and man. The 12 LARGE loaves of unleavened bread (something
over 5.5 Ibs. each loaf) were stacked 6 high in two columns on a golden table
opposite the lampstand. These loaves represented the 12 tribes of Israel, in
regularly renewed covenant relationship with Yahweh. The faithfulness of the
priest to maintain the lamps burning, and to exchange the week-old loaves for
fresh ones every Sabbath was a token of Israel’s covenant faithfulness to her
God. Fellowship with God through covenant faithfulness is the overriding theme.

Punishment for Blasphemy
Lev. 24:10-16
10 Now an Israelite woman's son, whose father was an Egyptian, went out
among the people of Israel. And the Israelite woman's son and a man of
Israel fought in the camp, 11 and the Israelite woman's son blasphemed the
Name, and cursed. Then they brought him to Moses. His mother's name was
Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12 And they put him in
custody, till the will of the LORD should be clear to them. 13 Then the LORD
spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and
let all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation
stone him. 15 And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his
God shall bear his sin. 16 Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall
surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him.

In this section we have a short narrative that describes someone who is not
considered a member of the covenant people, and yet blasphemes Yahweh while
among them. To blaspheme the Name is, in this context, to curse “Yahweh”
Himself—to reject and slander the Sovereign Lord. God’s people knew it was
wrong to do so, but not what to do about it. So, they sought Yahweh’s verdict. As
vs. 16 makes clear: No one, whether Israelite or alien, in the context of the
covenant community, may treat God this way and live. Like Nadab and Abihu
learned at the cost of their lives in Lev. 10:3 “Among those who are near me | will
be sanctified (be treated as holy), and before all the people | will be glorified.”

Those who heard the blasphemy were made ritually unclean by it, therefore
they are to both identify the wrongdoer and transfer that uncleanness back to
him by laying their hands on his head. Then the entire congregation would stone
the blasphemer outside of the camp to keep his blood from profaning it. This law
was to be applied to all in Israel, whether native or stranger.
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Yahweh must be recognized as holy by His covenant people. Jesus said much
the same thing in Matthew 6:9 when He called His disciples to, “Pray then like
this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed (be treated as holy) be Your name.”” Though
the requirement to stone those who blaspheme is no longer in force under the
New Covenant, the requirement to sanctify God as holy still is. We must “honor
Christ the Lord as holy.” 1 Peter 3:15. Only people who revere our Holy God can
ever be in right relationship with Him.

Proportional Justice
Lev. 24:17-21
17 “Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death.
18 Whoever takes an animal's life shall make it good, life for life.
19 If anyone injures his neighbor, as he has done it shall be done to him,
20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth;
whatever injury he has given a person shall be given to him.
21 Whoever kills an animal shall make it good,
and whoever kills a person shall be put to death.
22 You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for | am
the LORD your God.” 23 So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they
brought out of the camp the one who had cursed and stoned him with
stones. Thus the people of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.

As we saw last week, this sort of chiastic or sandwich structure can serve to
emphasize the main point it contains in the middle. Here, God gives a rule that
limits punishment to only that which is proportional to the crime. “Eye for eye,
tooth for tooth” is a figurative way of saying the punishment must be
commensurate for the wrong done. This would serve to limit revenge-seekers
that would tend to escalate retribution beyond reason. In the case of human
murder, the life of the perpetrator was to be taken—because humans, as image
bearers of God, are far more valuable than animals. But in the case of injury,
Exodus 21:26—27 shows that appropriate compensation can be made in other
ways.

But, as the chiasm points out and vs. 22 stresses, proportional justice was to
be applied to all, whether native or alien (the word neighbor applies to both).
God is just, and those who come near to God must abide by His just rules.
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Sabbath Rest in the Land

Trusting God’s Provision in the Sabbath Year
Lev. 25:1-7
1 The LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2 “Speak to the people
of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that | give you, the
land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD. 3 For six years you shall sow your
field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, 4
but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a
Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5
You shall not reap what grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes
of your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land. 6 The
Sabbath of the land shall provide food for you, for yourself and for your male
and female slaves and for your hired worker and the sojourner who lives
with you, 7 and for your cattle and for the wild animals that are in your land:
all its yield shall be for food.

Once again, we see the Sabbath principle applied. The land was to enjoy a year
of rest following each 6 years of agricultural use. Food could be gathered (vs. 6)
from what grew on its own, but no organized sowing, reaping, or gathering like
what would normally occur in other years was allowed (vs. 4-5).

Since the Israelites had been redeemed from bondage to Egyptian slavers who
worked them mercilessly, this would have been a both a wonderful relief to
those who worked the land, and a regular opportunity to trust Yahweh to
provide on the 7" year. Which He promised to do if they were faithful to keep
their side of the covenant. Faithfulness is essential to a covenant relationship
with God.

Redemption in the Year of Jubilee

The word “redemption” is the clear theme in chapters 25 and 17. It occurs
twenty-five times in chapter 25 and twelve times in chapter 27. The word
“jubilee” which means a Sabbath “year of remission or release” carries the same
idea and it occurs 20 times between the same two chapters. Immediately
between those two similar themes in 25 and 27, we find that chapter 26 stresses
the essential importance of obedience by listing the blessings that accompany
covenant faithfulness, and also the curses that result from faithlessness to
Yahweh. Thus, we have sort of a redemption sandwich, in which the “bread” of
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redemption can only be enjoyed in the land when the “meat” of covenant
faithfulness is present.

Jubilee Redemption
Lev. 26:8-55
8 “You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the
time of the seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years. 9 Then you
shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh month. On the
Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land. 10
And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout
the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you
shall return to his property and each of you shall return to his clan. 11 That
fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap
what grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines. 12 For it
is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You may eat the produce of the field. 13
“In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property. 14 And if you
make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not wrong
one another. 15 You shall pay your neighbor according to the number of
years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to the number of
years for crops. 16 If the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if
the years are few, you shall reduce the price, for it is the number of the crops
that he is selling to you. 17 You shall not wrong one another, but you shall
fear your God, for | am the LORD your God. 18 “Therefore you shall do my
statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then you will dwell in the
land securely. 19 The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and
dwell in it securely. 20 And if you say, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year,
if we may not sow or gather in our crop?’ 21 | will command my blessing on
you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for three years.
22 When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of the old crop;
you shall eat the old until the ninth year, when its crop arrives. 23 “The land
shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers and
sojourners with me. 24 And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a
redemption of the land. 25 “If your brother becomes poor and sells part of
his property, then his nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what his
brother has sold. 26 If a man has no one to redeem it and then himself
becomes prosperous and finds sufficient means to redeem it, 27 let him
calculate the years since he sold it and pay back the balance to the man to
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whom he sold it, and then return to his property. 28 But if he does not have
sufficient means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the hand of
the buyer until the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it shall be released, and he
shall return to his property. 29 “If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled
city, he may redeem it within a year of its sale. For a full year he shall have
the right of redemption. 30 If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the
house in the walled city shall belong in perpetuity to the buyer, throughout
his generations; it shall not be released in the jubilee. 31 But the houses of
the villages that have no wall around them shall be classified with the fields
of the land. They may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the jubilee.
32 As for the cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem at any time the
houses in the cities they possess. 33 And if one of the Levites exercises his
right of redemption, then the house that was sold in a city they possess shall
be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the cities of the Levites are their
possession among the people of Israel. 34 But the fields of pastureland
belonging to their cities may not be sold, for that is their possession forever.
35 “If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you
shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall
live with you. 36 Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that
your brother may live beside you. 37 You shall not lend him your money at
interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38 | am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to
be your God. 39 “If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself
to you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: 40 he shall be with you as a
hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the
jubilee. 41 Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and
go back to his own clan and return to the possession of his fathers. 42 For
they are my servants, whom | brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not
be sold as slaves. 43 You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your
God. 44 As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may
buy male and female slaves from among the nations that are around you. 45
You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with you and their
clans that are with you, who have been born in your land, and they may be
your property. 46 You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit
as a possession forever. You may make slaves of them, but over your
brothers the people of Israel you shall not rule, one over another ruthlessly.
47 “If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother
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beside him becomes poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with
you or to a member of the stranger's clan, 48 then after he is sold he may be
redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49 or his uncle or his cousin
may redeem him, or a close relative from his clan may redeem him. Or if he
grows rich he may redeem himself. 50 He shall calculate with his buyer from
the year when he sold himself to him until the year of jubilee, and the price
of his sale shall vary with the number of years. The time he was with his
owner shall be rated as the time of a hired worker. 51 If there are still many
years left, he shall pay proportionately for his redemption some of his sale
price. 52 If there remain but a few years until the year of jubilee, he shall
calculate and pay for his redemption in proportion to his years of service. 53
He shall treat him as a worker hired year by year. He shall not rule ruthlessly
over him in your sight. 54 And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he
and his children with him shall be released in the year of jubilee. 55 For it is
to me that the people of Israel are servants. They are my servants whom |
brought out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.

As Jay Sklar writes in his commentary,
“Close family relationship and land ownership were both threatened
by debt, which could force Israelites to sell their land and move
away form their immediate relatives (see at 25:23-55). These laws
had the added benefit of maintaining a level of social equity, since
the Jubilee means that about once a generation all Israelites had the
opportunity of a fresh start on their own land. This was intended to
prevent the creation of a feudal system in which increasing numbers
of poor serfs served a small minority of rich land owners (cf. Isaiah
5:8).”

Additionally, the Year of Jubilee was itself a Sabbath year for the land, which

followed another land-Sabbath the previous year. So, God promised to provide
an extraordinarily abundant harvest on year 48 to meet 3 years of needs until the
next harvest could be brought in. All of this was contingent on the faithfulness of
God’s people to keep covenant with Him.
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Blessings for Obedience / Punishment for Faithlessness
Lev. 26:1-13
1 “You shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or pillar, and you
shall not set up a figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for | am the
LORD your God. 2 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: |
am the LORD. 3 “If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments
and do them, 4 then | will give you your rains in their season, and the land
shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 5 Your
threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest
shall last to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and
dwell in your land securely. 6 | will give peace in the land, and you shall lie
down, and none shall make you afraid. And | will remove harmful beasts
from the land, and the sword shall not go through your land. 7 You shall
chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. 8 Five of
you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand,
and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 9 | will turn to you and
make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant with you.
10 You shall eat old store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make
way for the new. 11 | will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall
not abhor you. 12 And | will walk among you and will be your God, and you
shall be my people. 13 | am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves. And | have broken the bars
of your yoke and made you walk erect.

Covenant faithfulness is expressed in exclusive worship and obedience to
Yahweh. Sabbath observance in all its forms was a key aspect of obedience, and
obedience to God’s commands was the key to enjoying His favor. The land would
produce abundantly. Peace would reign. Dangerous animals would be removed.
Enemies would be radically defeated. Children would multiply and God would
confirm His covenant with them and walk among them as their God.
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The word “abhor” in vs. 11 is key to understanding how God looks at sin. The
Hebrew word means “to loathe, to feel disgust”—which gives us a clue as to how
revolting our sin is to God. That is why turning from sin to obedience is the mark
of God’s covenant people. Sin is repulsive to God, because it is opposed to His
very nature, and those who are given over to it cannot be in covenant relationship
with Him. Consequently, repentance from sin must be characteristic of Israel if
she is to remain in lasting covenant relationship to Yahweh.

God will use the same word “abhor” in vs. 15 to describe how disobedient
Israel views his covenantal rules and commands. If Israel looks on God’s
covenant stipulations with an inward attitude of disgust and loathing instead of
thankfulness and willing obedience, God will bring about swift discipline.

Now God outlines the consequences that will come if Israel is unfaithful. These
“curses” come in 5 waves of increasingly harsh discipline, each building on the
previous in response to continued disobedience.

Physical affliction / defeat in battle:
Lev. 26:14-17
14 “But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments,
15 if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will
not do all my commandments, but break my covenant, 16 then | will do this
to you:
I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease and fever that consume the
eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it. 17 | will set my face against you, and you shall be struck
down before your enemies. Those who hate you shall rule over you, and you
shall flee when none pursues you.

Drought / Agricultural Disaster:
Lev. 26:18-20
18 And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then | will discipline you
again sevenfold for your sins, 19 [WAVE 2] and | will break the pride of your
power, and | will make your heavens like iron and your earth like bronze. 20
And your strength shall be spent in vain, for your land shall not yield its
increase, and the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit.
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Wild Animals:
Lev. 26:21-22
21 “Then if you walk contrary to me and will not listen to me, | will continue
striking you, sevenfold for your sins. 22 [WAVE 3] And | will let loose the wild
beasts against you, which shall bereave you of your children and destroy
your livestock and make you few in number, so that your roads shall be
deserted.

War and Its First Consequences:
Lev. 26:23-26
“And if by this discipline you are not turned to me but walk contrary to me,
24 then | also will walk contrary to you, and | myself will strike you sevenfold
for your sins. 25 And | will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute
vengeance for the covenant. And if you gather within your cities, | will send
pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into the hand of the
enemy. 26 When | break your supply of bread, ten women shall bake your
bread in a single oven and shall dole out your bread again by weight, and you
shall eat and not be satisfied.

Devastation Leading to Extreme Famine and Exile:
Lev 26:27-33
27 “But if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me,
28 then | will walk contrary to you in fury, and | myself will discipline you
sevenfold for your sins. 29 You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall
eat the flesh of your daughters. 30 And | will destroy your high places and cut
down your incense altars and cast your dead bodies upon the dead bodies of
your idols, and my soul will abhor you. 31 And | will lay your cities waste and
will make your sanctuaries desolate, and | will not smell your pleasing
aromas. 32 And | myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who
settle in it shall be appalled at it. 33 And | will scatter you among the nations,
and | will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be a desolation,
and your cities shall be a waste.

The positive result for the land
Lev. 26:34-35
34 “Then the land shall enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while
you are in your enemies’ land; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its
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Sabbaths. 35 As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did
not have on your Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it.

Note: Israel was not faithful to keep God’s Sabbath commands.

The negative for those who remain
Lev. 26:36—-39
36 And as for those of you who are left, | will send faintness into their hearts
in the lands of their enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put them to
flight, and they shall flee as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall
when none pursues. 37 They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape
a sword, though none pursues. And you shall have no power to stand before
your enemies. 38 And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of
your enemies shall eat you up. 39 And those of you who are left shall rot
away in your enemies' lands because of their iniquity, and also because of
the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like them.

Yet there is the promise of hope for those who repent:
Lev. 26:40-46
40 “But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their
treachery that they committed against me, and also in walking contrary to
me, 41 so that | walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of
their enemies—if then their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make
amends for their iniquity, 42 then | will remember my covenant with Jacob,
and | will remember my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with
Abraham, and | will remember the land. 43 But the land shall be abandoned
by them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, and they
shall make amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and
their soul abhorred my statutes. 44 Yet for all that, when they are in the land
of their enemies, | will not spurn them, neither will | abhor them so as to
destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them, for | am the LORD
their God. 45 But | will for their sake remember the covenant with their
forefathers, whom | brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the
nations, that | might be their God: | am the LORD.” 46 These are the statutes
and rules and laws that the LORD made between himself and the people of
Israel through Moses on Mount Sinai.
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Redeeming What Is Vowed to God

Vows made to God are binding and not to be taken frivolously. Whatever is
dedicated to the Lord is considered set apart exclusively for Him. Some Israelites
vowed to dedicate themselves or their children to the Lord’s service. Here God
provides a means for their redemption, based on the value of their physical labor
based on age and gender, so that they might satisfy the vow and yet gain freedom
from it.

Lev. 27:1-8

1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say
to them, If anyone makes a special vow to the LORD involving the valuation
of persons, 3 then the valuation of a male from twenty years old up to sixty
years old shall be fifty shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the
sanctuary. 4 If the person is a female, the valuation shall be thirty shekels. 5
If the person is from five years old up to twenty years old, the valuation shall
be for a male twenty shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 6 If the person is
from a month old up to five years old, the valuation shall be for a male five
shekels of silver, and for a female the valuation shall be three shekels of
silver. 7 And if the person is sixty years old or over, then the valuation for a
male shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 8 And if someone
is too poor to pay the valuation, then he shall be made to stand before the
priest, and the priest shall value him; the priest shall value him according to
what the vower can afford.

Some would dedicate a clean and unblemished animal to be sacrificed in the
temple. Others might dedicate a blemished one to be sold by the priests for
money to help in the temple upkeep. These animals could also be bought back for
a price.

Lev. 27:9-13

9 “If the vow is an animal that may be offered as an offering to the LORD, all
of it that he gives to the LORD is holy. 10 He shall not exchange it or make a
substitute for it, good for bad, or bad for good; and if he does in fact
substitute one animal for another, then both it and the substitute shall be
holy. 11 And if it is any unclean animal that may not be offered as an offering
to the LORD, then he shall stand the animal before the priest, 12 and the
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priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall be.
13 But if he wishes to redeem it, he shall add a fifth to the valuation.

Houses or years of harvests from a piece of land gifted to the Lord’s work.
These could also be redeemed. The priest would place a fair-market value on the
house and that price plus 20% would redeem the house back to its original owner.
Land was valued in terms of expected crops grown until the next Jubilee when it
would revert to its original owner. It could also be bought back

Lev. 27:14-25

14 “When a man dedicates his house as a holy gift to the LORD, the priest
shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand. 15
And if the donor wishes to redeem his house, he shall add a fifth to the
valuation price, and it shall be his. 16 “If a man dedicates to the LORD part of
the land that is his possession, then the valuation shall be in proportion to its
seed. A homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17 If he
dedicates his field from the year of jubilee, the valuation shall stand, 18 but if
he dedicates his field after the jubilee, then the priest shall calculate the
price according to the years that remain until the year of jubilee, and a
deduction shall be made from the valuation. 19 And if he who dedicates the
field wishes to redeem it, then he shall add a fifth to its valuation price, and
it shall remain his. 20 But if he does not wish to redeem the field, or if he has
sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed anymore. 21 But the
field, when it is released in the jubilee, shall be a holy gift to the LORD, like a
field that has been devoted. The priest shall be in possession of it. 22 If he
dedicates to the LORD a field that he has bought, which is not a part of his
possession, 23 then the priest shall calculate the amount of the valuation for
it up to the year of jubilee, and the man shall give the valuation on that day
as a holy gift to the LORD. 24 In the year of jubilee the field shall return to
him from whom it was bought, to whom the land belongs as a possession. 25
Every valuation shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty
gerahs shall make a shekel.

No clean firstborn animal may be redeemed once dedicated, because they are

already considered God’s property because God passed over Israel’s firstborn
while they were still in Egypt.
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Lev. 27:26
“But a firstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the LORD, no man

may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, it is the LORD's.

Unclean animals may be redeemed.

Lev. 27:27

27 And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back at the valuation,
and add a fifth to it; or, if it is not redeemed, it shall be sold at the valuation.

And nothing that Yahweh has condemned to be “devoted for destruction” nor
may any person so devoted by Yahweh to destruction be redeemed. Yahweh’s
sentence must be carried out.

Lev. 27::28-29

28 “But no devoted thing that a man devotes to the LORD, of anything that
he has, whether man or beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold or
redeemed; every devoted thing is most holy to the LORD.

29 No one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction from mankind, shall
be ransomed; he shall surely be put to death.

Even tithes (a type of vow) of produce from harvest or fruit may be redeemed
by paying its value plus a fifth.

Lev. 29:30-31

30 “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of
the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. 31 If a man wishes to redeem
some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it.

Herdsmen tithed (a type of vow) from their newly born flocks by counting
every 10" animal as they passed under their staff. Once selected, they were not
allowed to substitute poor animals for healthy ones, and if they tried, both were
considered to be devoted to God.

Lev. 27:32-33

32 And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass
under the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the LORD. 33 One shall not
differentiate between good or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for it;
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and if he does substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy;
it shall not be redeemed.”

Final Summary Statement
The last verse of chapter 27 points back to the entire book when it says:
34 These are the commandments that the LORD commanded Moses for the
people of Israel on Mount Sinai.

Leviticus contains God’s requirements for His chosen people Israel to enjoy
his presence and His fellowship. Though they were sinful, God provided a way of
atonement for their sin, and a pattern of obedience through which they might
enjoy His blessings. Yet Leviticus also contains some clear references to Israel’s
future disobedience and the harsh waves of discipline she will face up to and
including being driven from the land. Still, there remains a ray of hope for God’s
people in their disobedience—for Yahweh is a covenant-keeping God who loves
to pour out forgiveness on repentant sinners. Though they will eventually be
driven from the land because of their sinfulness, He will keep His covenant with a
preserved remnant because He is faithful to His promises.

God’s displayed faithfulness to His Old Covenant promises is the foundation
for our trust in His commitment to New Covenant believers today. In Christ, we
have the promise of peace with God through the once-for-all substitutionary
sacrifice of His Son who made permanent atonement for all who have true faith
in Him. Believers are redeemed by His blood and are sanctified by the Holy Spirit
to ever increasing holiness and enjoy unending fellowship with God whom we
may rightly call “our Father” because He has adopted us as His sons and
daughters.
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