The Book of Amos

Background and Introduction

Authorship and Setting
Amos’s name means “burden bearer,” which aligns with his prophecy and underscores the
weight of God’s wrath. In the prophetic introduction of his book, verse 1, Amos provides the
background.
Amos 1:1: “1 The words of Amos, who was among the sheepherders from Tekoa, which he
beheld in visions concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of
Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.”

Amos is a shepherd from Tekoa, a town just south of Jerusalem, near Bethlehem. Besides being
a shepherd, Amos later mentions that he is also a tree farmer. He prophesied during the reign
of Jeroboam I, the third of four promised kings in Jehu's line, which coincided with Hosea’s
prophecies to the Northern Kingdom. It was a time of significant prosperity and peace; the
territory was broader than during Solomon's reign, and the prophecy regarding Jehu’s
descendants led to considerable stability (judgment will not come until after the fourth king in
Jehu’s line — 2 Kings 10:30). This was also a period when the threat of the mighty Assyrians was
diminished, likely due to the repentance of the Ninevites prompted by Jonah’s message. Like
Hosea, the notion of impending judgment would have been foreign since they were
experiencing what seemed to be a time of divine blessing and favor.

However, Amos had come to declare the just judgment of God upon His people for their sins.
Joel preached this same message to Judah about 80 years earlier. Like Joel, whose sermon
followed the disaster of a locust plague, Amos’s prophecy occurs two years before a
devastating earthquake. This disaster was noted after the exile by the Prophet Zechariah (Zech
14:5). Similar to the locusts, the impending earthquake would have acted as a prophetic sign of
the impending judgment that Amos proclaimed.

Theological Theme
God’s Judgement is always Just.

Structure
I. The Impartial Judgement of God (1:1-2:16)
II. The Just Judgement of God (3:1-6:14)
lll. The Balanced Judgement of God (7:1-9:15)

l. The Impartial Judgement of God (1:2-2:16)
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1. The Roar of the Lion (1:2)

The shepherd prophet begins his sermon with a roar, verse 1,
Amos 1:2: “2 And he said, “Yahweh roars from Zion And from Jerusalem He gives forth His voice;
And the shepherds’ pasture grounds mourn, And the top of Carmel dries up.”
Yahweh, the covenant God of Israel and Judah, roars from His holy mountain and altar, where sin is
judged. A lion’s roar can be heard for up to five miles; for the shepherd, its reverberations would signify
impending danger. Amos, the shepherd, stands before the flock of God to warn them of the approaching
wrath of the Lion, their covenant God.

2. For the Transgressions of the Neighbors 1:3-2:5

The shepherd prophet begins pronouncing God’s judgment in verse 3,
Amos 1:3-5: “3 Thus says Yahweh, “For three transgressions of Damascus and for four | will not
turn back its punishment Because they threshed Gilead with implements of sharp iron. ”4 “So |
will send fire upon the house of Hazael, And it will consume the citadels of Ben-hadad. ”5 “I will
also break the gate bar of Damascus And cut off the inhabitant from the valley of Aven And him

who holds the scepter from Beth-eden; So the people of Aram will go into exile to Kir,” Says
Yahweh.”

The first judgment is against Damascus for its extreme cruelty and ruthless anger toward the
northern region of Israel (2 Kings 10:32, 13:3-7). After overrunning Gilead, the Syrians from
Damascus used wooden threshing sleds with iron knives attached underneath to drag across
the grain fields, decimating Gilead's food source. In judgment, God will bring about the
destruction of Damascus, shattering its iron gates. This judgment is perfectly just.

The phrase “for three sins and for four” serves as a rhetorical device that signifies overflowing
and excessive sin. The number three symbolizes completion, so committing a proverbial fourth
sin illustrates excessive violations. This phrase is repeated by Hosea seven times in this section,
another number symbolizing completion. God's judgment against these nations was explicitly
due to their violation of the sanctity of human life among His people. The Syrians committed
extreme acts of cruelty, while the Philistines and Phoenicians participated in the slave trade.
The Edomites were also involved in the slave trade; however, their sin was intensified by
betrayal, as they were relatives of God’s people, being descendants of Esau. Both the
Ammonites and the Moabites were condemned for their ruthless wrath against helpless
pregnant women and the remains of buried corpses.

Interestingly, from Israel's perspective, God condemns and judges all of their surrounding
neighbors one by one. Damascus is the capital of Syria to the northeast, Gaza to the west, Tyre
to the northwest, Edom to the southeast, Ammon and Moab to the east, and, in the seventh
oracle of judgment, their direct neighbor to the south, Judah, is judged (chapter 2:4).
Amos 2:4-5: “4 Thus says Yahweh, “For three transgressions of Judah and for four | will not turn
back its punishment Because they rejected the law of Yahweh And have not kept His statutes;
Their falsehood also has led them astray, That which their fathers walked after. ”5 “So | will send
fire upon Judah, And it will consume the citadels of Jerusalem.”
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What was Judah’s sin? They exchanged God’s truth for a lie. They chose to be led down the
crooked and deadly paths of falsehood instead of adhering to God’s statutes. They rejected
what their God declared good and decided to walk in the paths that God identified as evil. As
we saw in Hosea, this rejection of God’s law was not merely disobedience. It was a hateful act
of spiritual adultery against God.

3. For the Transgressions of Israel 2:6—-16

From the perspective of Amos’s audience, they (Israel) seem to be sitting securely. They live in a
time of great peace and prosperity, and this shepherd prophet has just articulated divine
judgment on all their neighbors in a perfectly complete sermon of seven points! However,
Amos’s sermon isn’t finished; he has an eighth point. In reality, God’s judgment encircles Israel
like a noose, and while they may have once felt safe, Amos reveals that Israel has been the
central target of God’s message of judgment all along. Each nation received one line of
condemnation, but Israel will receive another ten lines of condemnation for four sins.

First, they are condemned for extorting the poor, vs. 6,
Amos 2:6-7a: “6 Thus says Yahweh, “For three transgressions of Israel and for four | will not
turn back its punishment Because they sell the righteous for money And the needy for a pair of
sandals. ”7 “These who pant after the very dust of the earth on the head of the poor Also turn
aside the way of the humble;”
“To sell a righteous man “ refers to giving false testimony to increase one’s wealth. The
disgusting nature of this sin is revealed by the fact that they betrayed the righteous and the
poor just for a new pair of sandals. By doing so, they were (figuratively) rubbing the faces of the
helpless and the humble in the dirt with their new shoes.

Secondly, Israel is condemned for engaging in immorality, verse 7,
Amos 2:7b-8a: “7 And a man and his father go to the same young woman In order to profane
My holy name. "8 “On garments taken as pledges they stretch out beside every altar...”
As we observed in Hosea, the spiritual infidelity of rejecting God naturally resulted in actual
adultery and sexual immorality with temple prostitutes. Religious prostitution was synonymous
with Baal worship, a practice that was not completely eradicated after the reign of Ahab and
Jezebel at the start of the 8t century. They promoted it.

Thirdly, they exasperated the Lord with their hypocrisy, verse 8,
Amos 2:8b—-11: “8 “...And in the house of their God they drink the wine of those who have been
fined.” 9 “Yet it was | who destroyed the Amorite before them, Though his height was like the
height of cedars, And he was strong as the oaks; | even destroyed his fruit above and his root
below. 10 “And it was | who brought you up from the land of Egypt, And | led you in the
wilderness forty years That you might take possession of the land of the Amorite. “11 “Then |
raised up some of your sons to be prophets And some of your choice men to be Nazirites. Is this
not so, O sons of Israel?” declares Yahweh.”
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God magnificently provided for Israel from its very inception. He granted victory over their
enemies and sustained them in the wilderness for forty years. He raised up prophets to
proclaim His word and Nazarites to perform mighty deeds in their defense (i.e., Samson and
Samuel). And yet, instead of worshipping Him with choice sacrifices and first fruits, they
approached Him with a drink offering of wine that they acquired through an unjust fine.

Fourthly, they are judged for encouraging the sin of their spiritual leaders, vs. 12,
Amos 2:12: “12 “But you made the Nazirites drink wine, And you commanded the prophets
saying, ‘You shall not prophesy!"”
Their hatred for God’s message drove them to silence His messengers. They attempted to
discredit the work of a Nazarite by coercing and compelling him to break his vows.
Subsequently, they outright prohibited the prophetic revelation of God’s word, suppressing the
sermons of the prophets.

For these three sins and four, they will be inescapably judged, verse 14,
Amos 2:14-16: “14 “So flight will perish from the swift, And the strong will not instill his power
with courage, Nor will the mighty man make his life escape. “15 “He who grasps the bow will not
stand his ground, The swift of foot will not escape, Nor will he who rides the horse make his life
escape. “16 “Even the most courageous of heart among the mighty men will flee naked in that
day,” declares Yahweh.”
The protection that God providentially provided for Israel will be removed. The fastest among
them cannot outrun the coming day of judgment, nor can the strongest warrior fight to save his
own life. Neither military power nor personal bravery can stay God’s just hand of judgment on
that great and awesome day.

Il. The Just Judgement of God (3:1-6:14)
1. Three Accusations (3:1-5:27)

This section is marked by three separate pronouncements to “Hear this word...” which is a call
to the court of judgment.

A. Failure of Knowing What is Right (3:1-15)
Amos begins his covenant lawsuit in verse 1,
Amos 3:1-2: “1 Hear this word which Yahweh has spoken against you, sons of Israel, against the
entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt, saying, ”2 “You only have | known
among all the families of the earth; Therefore | will punish you for all your iniquities.”
Israel was privileged among all the nations and families of the earth. God chose them, delivered
them, and will judge them for their sins. Their privilege created the responsibility to live in a
covenant relationship with Him. Their failure to do so is the reason for God’s impending
punishment. We see this in verse 9,
Amos 3:9-10: “9 Make it heard on the citadels in Ashdod and on the citadels in the land of Egypt
and say, “Gather yourselves on the mountains of Samaria and see the great confusions within
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her and the oppressions in her midst. “10 “But they do not know how to do what is right,”

declares Yahweh, “these who hoard up violence and devastation in their citadels.”
God summons all her heathen neighbors as witnesses to His just judgment. He calls upon
Israel’s greatest rivals — the Philistines and the Egyptians- and commands them to observe
Israel’s capital city of Samaria and witness its sins. There is great confusion and turmoil within
the city due to the oppression present among its people. Like a rich miser or a wealthy
landowner who hoards their money or crops, the nobility of Israel accumulates violence for
themselves. The word’ devastation’ describes the aftermath of violent and wicked acts, such as
attempted murder, assault, and robbery. The presence of the heathens as witnesses suggests
that Israel’s violence and oppression are significantly worse. What is the reason for their sin and
the core of God’s accusation? They do not know how to do what is right. This failure does not
stem from a lack of revelation; His Law is clear. Their ignorance of Him and His Law has resulted
in an inability to think straight. Instead of justice and righteousness, they chose violence and
oppression.

B. Failure of Repentance (4:1-13)
In verse 1 of chapter 4, we see Amos’s second summons,
Amos 4:1-2: “1 Hear this word, you cows of Bashan who are on the mountain of Samaria, Who
oppress the poor, who crush the needy, Who say to their husbands, “Bring now, that we may
drink!” “2 Lord Yahweh has sworn by His holiness that, “Behold, the days are coming upon you,
And they will take you away with meat hooks, And the last of you with fish hooks.”
Here, Amos begins by elaborating further on the violence and oppression inflicted by the
nobility of Samaria. The men are steeped in acts of robbery, while the women indulge in their
gluttonous oppression. He compares the noblewomen of Samaria to the most overfed cows
grazing on the lush hills of Bashan. Weighed down by their greed and desire for luxury, they
trample the poor and needy. Because of their bovine-like behavior, they will be led away by the
butcher’s meat hooks when the time of exile comes.

But in verse 6, we see the heart of Amos’s second accusation,
Amos 4:6: “6 “But | gave you also cleanness of teeth in all your cities And lack of bread in all
your places, Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares Yahweh.”
In verses 6-11, God provides five examples of how Israel failed to respond to His discipline with
repentance. He sent famine (vs. 6), drought (vs. 7-8), plagues (vs. 9), war (vs. 10), and natural disasters
(vs. 11), yet Israel did not repent. They did not return to covenant faithfulness to Him. He sent reminder
after reminder, warning after warning, discipline upon discipline, and yet they did not turn from their
sins of violence, oppression, and idolatry, nor return to Him. This judgment follows God’s repeated
promise of discipline in Leviticus 26:23-24.
Leviticus 26:23-24: “23 ‘And if by these things you do not accept My discipline, but walk in
hostility against Me, “24 then | will walk in hostility against you; and I, even |, will strike you
seven times for your sins.”
This passage in Leviticus outlines blessings for covenant faithfulness and curses for
disobedience. Five times (Lev 26:14, 18, 21, 23, and 27), God states that He must continue
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disciplining His people if they do not respond with obedience, culminating in His ultimate
discipline of exile. This is what Amos indicates is coming next in verse 12.
Amos 4:12-13: “12 “Therefore thus | will do to you, O Israel; Because | will do this to you,
Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” ”13 For behold, He who forms mountains and creates the
wind And declares to man what are His thoughts, He who makes dawn into gloom And treads on
the high places of the earth, Yahweh God of hosts is His name.”
Prepare to meet your Maker. You failed to return to Him. The Creator of mighty mountains and
the minds of men is coming with His army to exact justice.

C. Failure of Duplicitous Worship (5:1-27)
Chapter 5 opens with the last court summons, vs 1,
Amos 5:1-2: “1 Hear this word which | take up for you as a funeral lament, O house of Israel: "2
She has fallen; she will not rise again— The virgin Israel. She lies abandoned on her land; There
is none to raise her up.”
This is a unique court summons for Amos, who is singing a funeral dirge for the dead nation of
Israel. This should have struck his very much alive Israelite hearers with fear. It is as if God is
inviting them to their own impending funeral. What is even more shocking is that at this
funeral, God invites His people one last time to repent, as stated in verse 4.
Amos 5:4-7: “4 For thus says Yahweh to the house of Israel, “Seek Me that you may live. ”5 “But
do not seek Bethel, And do not come to Gilgal, Nor cross over to Beersheba; For Gilgal will
certainly go into exile, And Bethel will become evil. "6 “Seek Yahweh that you may live, Lest He
come mightily like a fire, O house of Joseph, And it will consume with none to quench it for
Bethel, ”7 For those who overturn justice into wormwood And put righteousness down to the
earth.”

Seek Him and Him alone, and Israel will live. Bethel, Gilgal, and Beersheba were places where
the Northern Kingdom sought to worship God instead of going to His temple in Jerusalem. This
act of worshipping God on their terms violated His Law, which commanded that their One God
be worshipped in the One Place He chose (Deut 12:1-7). As we saw in Joel, here we observe
God’s patient pursuit of His people's repentance. He disciplines them so they may remember
and repent. He sends His prophets with vivid word pictures and illustrations of their sin and
impending doom, calling on them to seek Him. And yet, His call falls on ears that refuse to
listen. They long for the Day of the Lord (vs. 18), when God will judge their oppressive enemies
(see Obadiah). However, on that day, they will be judged for oppressing the poor with
exorbitant taxation and rent (vs. 11). They corrupt justice by taking bribes against the innocent
and the righteous (vs. 12). For this reason, the Day of the Lord will be filled with the darkness of
His judgment against them. They will weep and wail, for instead of passing over them as He did
with their forefathers in Egypt, He will pass through their midst, bringing about their death (vs.
17).

In verses 21-27, Amos concludes with the underlying foundation of God’s just wrath: Their
failure to worship Him purely.
Amos 5:21-24: “21 “| hate, | reject your feasts, Nor do | delight in your solemn assemblies. ”22
“Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, | will not accept them;
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And | will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings. ”23 “Remove from Me the tumult
of your songs; | will not even listen to the melody of your harps. 24 “But let justice roll down
like waters And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
Their worship of Him has become an abomination. He hates their feasts, their songs, and their
sacrifices. It was King Solomon who first taught that God hates hypocritical worship,
Proverbs 15:8: “8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to Yahweh, But the prayer of the
upright is His delight.”
Amos demonstrated that Israel was guilty of all the abominable acts Solomon described. They
were deceitful, arrogant, liars, responsible for shedding innocent blood, false witnesses,
extortionists, and corrupters of justice. God longed for justice and righteousness to flow like
heavy rain and a rushing stream. However, remember what Amos said in verse 7: God’s wrath
was coming upon them because they had transformed justice into wormwood —into a bitter-
tasting, poisonous distortion. If righteousness were personified, they would have murdered it
and buried it in the ground.

Their hypocritical worship was two-fold in nature. They tried to worship God while yet hating their
neighbors. Beginning in verse 25, we see that they tried to worship God and worship their idols,
Amos 5:25-26: “25 “Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain offerings in the wilderness for
forty years, O house of Israel? 26 “You also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your
images, the star of your gods which you made for yourselves.”
From beginning to end, Israel’s worship of God was never pure. In the wilderness, they worshiped the
stars. Sikkuth and Kiyyun are ancient Akkadian words that refer to the deification of the planet Saturn.
They crafted idols from the stars while simultaneously offering sacrifices in His Tabernacle. Ezekiel later
condemns Israel for worshipping in the temple on the same day they sacrificed their children in worship
to Molech (Ezek 16:20-21; 23:37). For this hypocritical worship, the Lord of Hosts will come in just
judgment, verse 27.
Amos 5:27: “27 “Therefore, | will make you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says Yahweh,
whose name is the God of hosts.”
They treated their poor brothers like slaves so God would send them into slavery. They

worshipped foreign gods; God would send them to foreign lands. His judgment is always just.

2. Woeful Destruction 6:1-14

In chapter 6, Amos pronounces woe upon those who, in the face of this coming exile, the

nobility of Israel carry on their luxurious materialism instead of grieving over their sin, verse 4,
Amos 6:4-6: “4 Those who lay down on beds of ivory And sprawl on their couches And eat
lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall, ”5 Who improvise to the sound of
the harp, And like David have composed songs for themselves, ”6 Who drink wine from
sacrificial bowls While they anoint themselves with the first pick of the oils, Yet they have not
grieved over the destruction of Joseph.”

In response to Amos’s message, his hearers recline in their glorious houses on their fancy

couches, eating the choicest steak and lamb. They strum their harps and write their songs,

attempting to become the next David instead of weeping and mourning over their prophesied

doom. This response to the prophet starkly contrasts with the immediate repentance of the
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Ninevites, led by the king of Assyria and his nobility, which had occurred merely decades
earlier. For this reason, Yahweh swears that He will judge Israel, verse 8.
Amos 6:8-10: “8 Lord Yahweh has sworn by Himself, Yahweh God of hosts has declared: “I
abhor the lofty pride of Jacob And hate his citadels; Therefore | will deliver up the city as well as
its fullness.” ”9 And it will be, if ten men are left in one house, they will die. ”10 Then one’s
uncle, or the one who burns his bones, will lift him up to bring out his bones from the house,
and he will say to the one who is in the innermost part of the house, “Is anyone else with you?”
And that one will say, “No one.” Then he will answer, “Keep quiet. For the name of Yahweh is
not to be mentioned.”
Yahweh promises to judge based on the certainty of His own Person and Character. This
language reflects back to God’s covenantal oath made with Abraham. Just as He swore by
Himself to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant, He will send every inhabitant of Israel into exile. On
that day, the name of the Lord will be so closely associated with wrath and judgment that
people will be afraid to utter it inappropriately, thereby bringing more disaster upon
themselves. They mocked His warnings, and they will come to fear His wrath. His judgment is
always just.

lll. The Balanced Judgement of God (7:1-9:15)
1. Four Visions — Mercy and Justice (7:1-8:14)

Amos appropriately concludes his prophecy with four visions of God’s just judgment. The
visions are paired, with the first two illustrating God’s patience and mercy amidst the
impending judgment, while the latter two demonstrate His righteousness and justice in judging
Israel.

In verses 1-6, God shows Amos a vision of an impending locust plague and a future drought,
jeopardizing Israel’s entire food supply. In both visions, the Shepherd-Prophet pleads for mercy
from God, who hears his intercession and relents from executing His judgment at that moment.
The message to Israel is clear: it is not too late to seek the Lord and live (Amos 5:4-6). As Joel
taught Judah, if the people repent, God may turn from His wrath and leave a blessing in His
wake. This aspect of God’s patience and mercy towards the repentant was fully manifested on
that day with the Ninevite repentance.

In the third vision of verses 7-17, Amos makes no plea for mercy. God presents a vision of a
plumbline, a measuring tool used for constructing walls and structures with perfect
straightness. The message conveys that His judgment will be precise, true, and righteous. He
will not exceed the limits or become overly wrathful. Yet, a time will come when there will be
no escaping His exact wrath for every sin.

In the final vision of 8:1-14, God gives a vision of an over-ripe fruit basket, verse 1,
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Amos 8:1-2: “1 Thus Lord Yahweh showed me, and behold, there was a basket of summer fruit.
”2 And he said, “What do you see, Amos?” And | said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then Yahweh
said to me, “The end has come for My people Israel. | will pass over them no longer.”
The word for summer fruit, “gayits,” and the word for the end, “gets,” create a rhyming wordplay
suggesting that Israel is ripe for its conclusion. The long summer of God’s patience and mercy will come
to an end, and when there is no harvest of repentance, God will stop passing over their sins and will
instead pass through them.

The message is clear: there is still time to repent and receive mercy and compassion. Nineveh heeded
this message from Jonah, and Judah followed it under King Hezekiah. However, God will not remain
patient forever with Israel. Their luxurious feasts will be turned into mourning when God executes His
precise and just judgment. Since they refused to listen to the message of His prophets, on that day God
will send a famine upon His people, as stated in verse 11.
Amos 8:11-12: “11 “Behold, days are coming,” declares Lord Yahweh, “When | will send a
famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the
words of Yahweh. 12 “People will wander from sea to sea And from the north even to the east;
They will go to and fro to seek the word of Yahweh, But they will not find it.”
His calls to repentance will cease, and his prophets will no longer be overlooked. They will seek him in
their distress and exile, and He will remain silent for centuries.

2. A Fifth and Final Vision (9:1-15)
A. The Destruction of the House (9:1-11)

This would be a fitting end to Amos’s prophecy, especially with his affinity with the number
four. Yet, Amos surprises his hears with a fifth and final vision, verse 1,
Amos 9:1: “1 | saw the Lord standing beside the altar, and He said, “Strike the capitals so that
the thresholds will quake, And break them on the heads of them all! Then | will kill the rest of
them with the sword; Not one of them who can flee will flee, And not one of them who can
survive will escape.”
Here we have a vision of an impending earthquake. Amos sees a vision of the Lord Himself
standing in the false temple of Bethel, where He shatters the temple pillars and fractures its
foundation with a massive quake. He will bring their house of false worship crashing down upon
them. All who survive this quake will eventually be overrun by His hand of judgment.

Lest they dare question His power to do this, He reminds them, verse 5,
Amos 9:5-6: “5 Now Lord Yahweh of hosts, The One who touches the land so that it melts, And
all those who inhabit it mourn, And all of it rises up like the Nile And subsides like the Nile of
Egypt; "6 The One who builds His upper chambers in the heavens And has founded His vaulted
dome over the earth; The One who calls for the waters of the sea And pours them out on the
face of the earth; Yahweh is His name.”
As the Mighty Creator of the universe and the One who fashioned every nation, He can
accomplish His purpose of judgment. Nevertheless, His just judgment does not violate His
mercy and covenant faithfulness to Abraham. He will preserve a remnant (verse 8).
Amos 9:8-9: “8 “Behold, the eyes of Lord Yahweh are on the sinful kingdom, And | will destroy it
from the face of the earth; Nevertheless, | will not totally destroy the house of Jacob,” Declares
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Yahweh. ”9 “For behold, | am commanding, And | will shake the house of Israel among all
nations As grain is shaken in a sieve, But not a kernel will fall to the ground.”
He will not completely destroy the ten northern tribes of Israel. Although He will scatter them
among the nations, only the chaff will be lost. No kernel of chosen grain will perish in the
sovereign sieve of suffering. The chaff and waste will be scattered in the wind and fall to the
ground, but God will preserve His remnant.

B. The Restoration of the Tent (9:11-15) — Christ Connection
In verses 11-15, we see the glorious future that the remnant is preserved for. In this surprising
vision, Amos concludes his prophecy of 141 verses of straightforward judgment with five verses
of sweet salvation — verse 11,
Amos 9:11-12: “11 “In that day | will raise up the fallen booth of David And wall up its breaches;
| will also raise up its ruins And rebuild it as in the ancient days, 12 That they may possess the
remnant of Edom And all the nations who are called by My name,” Declares Yahweh who does
this.”
The phrase “in that day” immediately indicates that this is a prophecy regarding the Day of the Lord. On
that day, God will resurrect the Davidic line. Just as the House of God (Bethel) was destroyed, the House
of David will also crumble. Thus, a booth or tent is raised instead of a house being built. This reflects a
significant Messianic theme that the prophet Micah later develops. Isaiah also refers to Amos, where he
urges the distressed nation of Moab to seek refuge and protection in the Messiah.
Isaiah 16:5: “5 And a throne will be established in lovingkindness, And a judge will sit on it in
truth in the tent of David; Moreover, he will seek justice And be prompt in righteousness.”
Unlike the nobility and rulers of Israel, this King will judge with justice and righteousness. God
promises to restore the ruins of that house as it existed in ancient days — during the golden age
of David and Solomon. In those times, people had a glimpse of what rule would be like under a
King who fulfills the Davidic Covenant, in that Day, the whole world will experience an age of
His rule.

On that day, when the booth of David is raised and rebuilt, and a greater David and a greater
Solomon reign under His rule, “they” will possess the remnant of Edom. This refers back to the
prophecy of Obadiah, which Pastor Greg will preach next week. This “they” represents the
remnant that the Messiah saves in the Second Exodus. Obadiah calls them the deliverers
because they are empowered and endowed by the Deliverer to establish His kingdom. When
Edom is judged and possessed, Obadiah concludes, “The kingdom will belong to Yahweh”
(Obadiah 21). This connects to Psalm 22, which Amos also refers back to.

Remember that Psalm 22 is a prophetic psalm detailing the crucifixion, death, and then
resurrection of the Messiah. In Psalm 22:22, the risen Messiah declares,
Psalm 22:22: “22 | will surely recount Your name to my brothers; In the midst of the assembly |
will praise You.”
He will recount the Name of the Lord to His brothers in His assembly. Later in that Psalm, the Messiah
reveals that that assembly of brothers is not just comprised of Jews, but of the nations,
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Psalm 22:27-28: “27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to Yahweh, And all the
families of the nations will worship before You. ”28 For the kingdom is Yahweh’s And He rules
over the nations.”
On that day, the tent of David will house not just the Jews but also all the nations who are called by God
and are saved by calling upon the name of the Lord (Joel 2:32).

Amos continues in verse 13,
Amos 9:13: “13 “Behold, days are coming,” declares Yahweh, “When the plowman will overtake
the reaper And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; When the mountains will drip sweet
wine And all the hills will melt.”
We have a glorious prophecy about the agricultural conditions of the Kingdom of Christ given by the
shepherd farmer Amos. The plowman, the one who plants the crops, will overtake the one who reaps
them. This means the reaper is so busy harvesting the previous season’s abundantly plentiful crops that
the plowman catches up by planting the seeds for the next harvest. The reign of the Messiah will not
only restore Israel and bring salvation to all nations, but it will also reverse the curse of Genesis 3 upon
the ground. The harvest of the vine will be so abundant that it will seem as if mountains pour forth wine
in their streams instead of water. Amos is tying back to Joel 3:18, which itself is an allusion to Genesis
49,
Joel 3:18: “18 And it will be in that day, That the mountains will drip with sweet wine, And the
hills will flow with milk, And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water; And a spring will go out
from the house of Yahweh To water the valley of Shittim.”

Genesis 49:10-12: “10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. "11 “He
ties his foal to the vine, And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; He washes his garments in
wine, And his robes in the blood of grapes. "12 “His eyes are dark from wine, And his teeth
white from milk.”
When Shiloh — the Peace-Maker — comes, all the peoples —the nations — will obey Him. In His reign, He
will tie His donkey to a vine. How strong must vines be to restrain a donkey? The harvest of that vine will
be so abundant that He could wash His clothes in its wine. Moreover, the land will overflow with milk
and honey to the point that the constant drinking of milk will stain His teeth. He will bring about total
renewal. How expansive will His peace on earth be? He will bring peace to the very earth itself.

Amos concludes with the imagery of God rebuilding and replanting His people as He restores them,
verse 14,
Amos 9:14-15: “14 “Also | will restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the
desolated cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine And make
gardens and eat their fruit. 15 “I will also plant them on their land, And they will not again be
uprooted from their land Which | have given them,” Says Yahweh your God.”
They will be restored to the land. They will rebuild their ruined cities and plant vineyards to enjoy the
fruit. Remember that the vine symbolizes the nation. On that day, when God restores His people and
they finally believe in their Messiah, He will rule and reign over them as their True Vine. The fruit that
symbolizes their spiritual health and glorious relationship with the Lord will be abundant. Just as they
plant their vineyards, Yahweh will plant them in His promised Land, never to be uprooted again.
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The last phrase of Amos reflects this restored relationship. Throughout the book, Amos quotes the word
of the Lord by saying, “Thus says Yahweh...” in the context of divine condemnation, or “Thus says
Yahweh the God of hosts...” in the context of impending judgment. However, he concludes with
“Yahweh your God.” The restoration of Israel to the promised land will be monumental. The restoration
of the land itself will be glorious. Yet, nothing will eclipse the magnificent reality that Israel will be
restored in their relationship to God through their Messiah.

Biblical Theology Connection
Amos builds upon the message of the book of Jonah, which offers repentance not only to the Jews but
also to the Gentiles. This is precisely what we observe in the Book of Acts. In Acts 10, Peter is in Joppa,
where he receives a vision of unclean food that Christ has cleansed, and he is then called to preach the
gospel to the Gentile Cornelius. Peter subsequently addresses a crowd of uncircumcised Gentiles, and
the Holy Spirit is poured out upon them, leading to their baptism. In Acts 13, Paul and Barnabas are
preaching in Antioch when the entire city comes to hear them, and many Gentiles believe. They then
leave Antioch on their first missionary journey, bringing many Gentiles to salvation. This leads to the
Jerusalem Council of Acts 15, where Paul and Barnabas present their report, sparking a discussion on
whether these new members must be circumcised and assimilated into the Jewish faith. After Peter
gives his testimony, James, the leader of the church in Jerusalem, stands to deliver his judgment,
preaching from the book of Amos.

Acts 15:14-17: “14 “Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from

among the Gentiles a people for His name. ”15 “And with this the words of the Prophets agree,

just as it is written, "16 ‘aArTer THESE THINGS | Will return, anp | wiLL REBUILD THE FALLEN BOOTH OF DAVID, AND |

WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, AND | WILL RESTORE IT, “17 SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD, AND ALL THE
GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,””
James’ point is this: the prophets made no mention of the Gentiles having to become Jewish proselytes.
They are saved because the name of Christ calls them. As Peter stated in his testimony,
Acts 15:11: “11 “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the
same way as they also are.”
To which we all say, Amen!
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